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On the 5th September the Field-Marshal and I paid our first visit to the West. We travelled via Charleville, where General Headquarters had been established hitherto, to Cambrai, the headquarters of the Crown Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria.
The Crown Prince came to meet us on our way into Charleville. A company of the famous von Rohr Storm Battalion formed the guard of honour for the Field-Marshal. For the first time I saw a formation in full storming kit, with the steel helmets which had proved so extraordinarily useful. We had not had them in the East. The Crown Prince was greatly pleased at the abandonment of the attacks on Verdun, a course he had long and earnestly desired. He discussed other matters also, and mentioned to me his desire for peace; he did not explain how this was to be obtained from the Entente.
In Charleville the Field-Marshal saw the officers of General Headquarters. The division of G.H.Q. into two groups, and the immense distance between Pless and Charleville, had proved very inconvenient in every way. The excellent telephone and telegraph service was no substitute for personal discussion. I would have preferred to have General Headquarters entirely in the West, although not at Charleville which was not a convenient place. The German troops in France and Belgium had to bear the burden of the war in its most merciless form and our anxiety to be geographically near them was natural enough. G.H.Q. was, however, compelled to remain at Pless, as the operations in Rumania required that we should keep close touch with General von Conrad in Teschen. G.H.Q. was, therefore, moved to the East and established in Pless, Kattowitz and other towns.
The Conference in Cambrai took place on the morning of the 7th, while a violent struggle was proceeding on the Somme We were all obsessed by thoughts of that terrible conflict.
The Western Front was not at this time well organized.   The
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